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The President’s Column 
 
 It feels a bit premature to be writing my 
final President’s Column in advance of the joint 
conference with the Georgia Library Association 
and with my term in office technically lasting 
through December 31 (swearing in of the new of-
ficers for the 2021-2022 biennium will take place 
during the SELA Night portion of the virtual joint 
conference on Wednesday, October 7). However, I 
will use this opportunity to both reflect a little on 
the 2019-2020 biennium and also look forward to 
the future.  
 First of all, I must say it has been a privi-
lege and honor to serve as SELA’s President for 
almost two years. There are so many people of 
goodwill and competence that whatever progress 
has been accomplished during my term, it has 
been thanks to them. Without naming names (too 
many for this column), I am referring to the Exec-
utive Committee, the SELA Board, and the many 
members of the sections, round tables, and com-
mittees who have worked on projects large and 
small. In many ways, that’s really what makes all 
of this worthwhile. In some cases, my contact with 
people has been entirely via e-mail or virtually via 
Zoom meetings. In other cases, I have worked 
with people in person both during and prior to my 
term as SELA President. Whether in person or via 
e-mail or Zoom, it’s really been wonderful and I 
truly want to thank you all for your contributions. 
 Even without the COVID-19 pandemic, 
this would have been a busy and challenging bien-
nium as we have worked to not only transact asso-
ciation business in general (plus organizing two 
joint conferences) but through the efforts of the 
Centennial Committee, a lot of work has gone into 
organizing special programs and initiatives cele-
brating the centennial anniversary of our associa-
tion. Having to deal with COVID-19 has greatly 
complicated things but, thanks to both truly dedi-
cated work of Executive Committee, Board, and 
Centennial Committee members and thanks to 
modern technology we have been able to accom-
plish a lot. Our founding forbearers of 1920 had 
survived the influenza pandemic of 1918-1919. 
Somehow they functioned without the aid of e-
mail, computers, and Zoom. They did have tele-
phones, automobiles, manual typewriters, the U.S. 
Postal Service, and rarely, might be able to send a 
telegram, but I’m sure they had to struggle more 
than we to get things done. 
 Looking ahead, I believe we are starting 
off the next hundred years of SELA in a positive 
way.  Both in terms of finances and membership 
numbers SELA is healthy. I know SELA will be in 
excellent hands when Melissa Dennis starts her 
term as our new SELA President. She certainly has 
had a baptism by fire having to deal with a change 
of plans for a normal joint conference to a virtual 
joint conference – along with special planning for 
the SELA Centennial. I look forward to working  
as Past-President with her in the next biennium.  
 I would be remiss if I did not salute Perry 
Bratcher, longtime Editor of The Southeastern 
Librarian, who recently retired from both this 
position and from Northern Kentucky University.  
He has done a wonderful job and also oversaw the 
transition of the journal from a print publication 
to electronic during his term as Editor. Ash Dees is 
now serving as Editor and all indications are that 
she will do a superb job.   
 As James “The Conductor” Scott, a gospel 
radio disk jockey broadcasting out of Opelika, Ala-
bama some years ago, used to say at the end of his 
show, “It’s been fun but I’ve got to run.” Thank 
you all for making my experience as SELA        
President a real high point of my 40 years and 
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